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defend himself and his capital of Zabljak single-
handed. Mohammed II. and his successor resolved to
root out the bold allies of Venice, who had dared to
resist the Ottoman power. Meanwhile the Republic
of St. Mark looked on, heedless of Ivan's appeals for
aid, while the Turks came nearer. To assist the
Montenegrins would have injured the commerce of
Venice with the Levant Ivan, abandoned by those
for whom he had done so much, took the bold
resolution of setting fire to Zabljak and seeking a
new capital in a safer spot rather than allow it to
fall a prey to the Turks. The year 1484 witnessed
this important event. Zabljak was destroyed, and
Ivan and his warriors retired to the lofty plateau of
Cetinje, four thousand feet above the sea. From that
time onwards Cetinje has been the Montenegrin
capital. The site is not an ideal one, for the plain,
in which the town stands, is often blocked by snow
in winter, and the situation is not so central as could
be desired. But the recent idea of transferring the
seat of government to Niksic, which has much to
recommend it, has been hindered by considerations of
expense, and Cetinje, though several times plundered
by the Turks, has always risen, phoenix-like, from its
ashes. There Ivan built the monastery called after
his name, which, after its destruction in 1714, was
restored in the form which it still possesses. There,
too, he established the see of a bishop, with authority
over the Zeta. The lower part of that region now
fell under the sway of the Turks and was annexed
to the district of which Skodra was the chief town.
Deserted by the Venetians, robbed of the most fer-